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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS AFFECTING THE
PROMOTION OF DISCIPLINE IN MILITARY
ORGANIZATIOS

By: MOHAMMADHASAN BAGHERI, ABBAS ALI SALMANI, HOSSEIN REZAEI,
ARMIN HASAN ZADE, AHMAD VEYSI POUR
Abstract

Understanding the current state of any field is one of the most important steps in
developing effective strategies; without accurate and precise knowledge of the
present situation, effective future planning is impossible. Today, enhancing order
and discipline is a top priority for managers at all levels in both military and non-
military organizations, but it holds a particularly critical and sensitive position
within military institutions. Therefore, improving order and discipline in military
organizations is a key concern for effectively responding to the rapid and
complex changes of the modern world and for accomplishing assigned missions.
The main objective of this study is to identify and determine the environmental
factors influencing the enhancement of order and discipline in military
organizations. This applied research uses a mixed-methods approach, combining
quantitative and qualitative data with a descriptive-analytical method. Findings
from literature reviews and field interviews with experts and specialists led to
the development of three questionnaires. Through qualitative analysis, 42
environmental factors affecting order and discipline in military organizations
were identified. In expert panel sessions, these factors were categorized as
follows:
4 opportunities - 7 strengths -8 threats -23 weaknesses

Based on the current and desired states of the organization, military
organizations were found to be in a defensive position regarding order and
discipline. The study offers recommended strategies and practical requirements
to help organizations move from their current state toward the desired level of
order and discipline.

Keywords: Order, Discipline, Organizational Discipline, Organizational Culture,
Environmental Factors, Military Organization
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@ Abstract International Journal of Strategic Defense Studies — 23 th Year,

The geopolitical factors influencing Iran-Saudi Arabia
relations in the context of new cooperation

Mohammadreza Kamali, Khosro Boualhosseini, Ali Fatemi Nasab
Abstract

Iran and Saudi Arabia, as two major players in the geopolitically significant
Persian Gulf region, are seeking to adapt their regional actions to the evolving
global landscape. The nature of their bilateral relationship plays a decisive role
in shaping developments in Southwest Asia. Given that geopolitical factors can
serve as a foundation for either competition or confrontation, this study aims to
identify the key geopolitical factors affecting relations between lIran and Saudi
Arabia.

The research employs a descriptive-analytical and applied methodology. The
study involved theoretical investigations into the geopolitical landscapes of both
countries, followed by the development of questionnaires administered in two
stages to a full sample of 36 participants. After collecting responses, the data
were processed using statistical methods, including frequency distribution
tables, single-sample t-tests, and mean comparisons.

Based on the theories of balance of power and critical geopolitics, and drawing
on the main geopolitical dimensions—political, economic, technological,
natural, and military—34 factors influencing bilateral relations were identified.
Analysis of the collected data revealed that, in order of priority, the military
dimension (with seven sub-factors), technological (three sub-factors), political
(eleven sub-factors), natural (four sub-factors), and economic (nine sub-factors)
are the most significant factors shaping the relationship between Iran and Saudi
Arabia.

Keywords: Balance of power, critical geopolitics, interstate relations and cooperation,
geopolitical interests.
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Identifying future scenarios of geopolitical developments in the
Southern Caucasus in the horizon of 2035

By: Abdol-Ali Pourshasb, Mohammad Ahadi, Rahim llghami, Mehdi Amiri
Abstract

Scenario-based Policy-Making as a new policy-making method has been developed
for this purpose so that decision-makers can design different policies by identifying
possible scenarios for the future of a phenomenon. Hence, in addition to increasing
the readiness and speed of reaction in crises, we will probably face a reduction in the
cost of implementing the policy. This technique, which is used more in fluid and
dynamic environments, has been raised in the field of strategic studies and
international relations. In the meantime, considering the importance of Iran's
surrounding environment, the changing conditions in the Southern Caucasus and the
role-playing of various actors in this region, the need to identify the future scenarios
of this region is well felt for Tehran. In this regard, this article tries to develope the
future scenarios for geopolitical developments in the Southern Caucasus in a 10-
years horizon. For this purpose, the Pedram-Ahmadian scenario-writing method was
used and the data which is been collected from the open source documents was
validated in expert panels. Based on the mentioned method, 6 regional-peripheral
actors and 4 extra-regional actors were identified and the drivers affecting their
action options were also categorized into 6 sections. Then, by crossing the possible
interactions between any pair of uncertainties, we found two key uncertainties in the
future of the Southern Caucasus; "Internal stability/instability in the Caucasus" and
"West/East as first (or dominant) actor". Based on this, 4 scenarios were identified,
in which the “acting of eastern powers” and “stability in the political units of the
Southern Caucasus” region were introduced as the ideal scenario for the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the 10year horizon..

Keywords: Scenario-based policy making, scenario development, South Caucasus,
defense policy.
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The basics of the operational doctrine of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps during the liberation of the occupied areas of the holy defense

By: Gholam Ali Rashid .Yaqub Zohedi Mohammad Hossein Ghanbari Jahormi

Abdul Karim Ansari
Abstract

The existence of coherent, logical and operational doctrine and doctrine in
accordance with the ideals and values of the revolution, national interests and
goals, as well as the existing capacities and capabilities of the country during
the Holy Defense era, has been a driving engine for creating significant
victories that can It should be a good role model for the future generations,
which has not been studied or scientifically reviewed in the field of
The management and command of the battlefield and operational scenes.
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, along with the Iranian Army, undertook the
Therefore, the planning and execution of operations in the sacred defense.
unique experiences of commanders and managers in adopting doctrine and
operational strategies in order to try to succeed in the difficult and turbulent
conditions of the war scene on the one hand and the restrictions caused by
sanctions and international pressure on the other hand based on the needs And
the necessities of war also evolve, they can be exploited in possible future wars.

In this research, the type of "applied-developmental" research and the
"descriptive-analytical" research method and the question "What are the
foundations of the operational doctrine of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps during the liberation of the occupied areas of the holy defense?"

Key words: doctrine, sacred defense, Revolutionary Guards, occupied areas
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Effective Educational factors on a professional naval force
in the field of maritime aviation.

By: Hossein k Khanzadi . Fallahnejad Davood
Abstract

"Enhancing the defensive capability of countries depends on improving the
knowledge, skills, behavior, and insight of the human capital of their armed
forces, and systematic and targeted training and education can be regarded as the
fundamental foundation for this purpose. Guiding elements such as mission,
vision, principles, objectives, and policies steer the development of these
strategies within organizations. The aim of this research is to elucidate the
effective educational factors (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats)
affecting a professional naval force in the field of advanced missions. This applied
study was conducted using a descriptive method, and data collection employed
both field and library document methods. After content analysis of the conducted
studies and adjustments, integration, and refinement of factors through expert
meetings and the Delphi technique, a questionnaire was presented in the form of a
thesis to 15 experts in strategic issues. Following various discussions, this
ultimately led to the identification of 8 internal factors (strengths and weaknesses)
and 5 external factors (opportunities and threats) in the realm of advanced
missions.

Keywords: Professional Navy, Education, Instructors
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The role of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army in enhancing
defensive power after the Iran-lraq War

Jaafar Saadati Razian, Parviz Ahadi, Mohammad Yousefi Jooybar, Yaghoub Salamati
Abstract

After the Iran-Iraq war, the Islamic Republic of Iran Army entered a new phase,
with its role in enhancing national defense becoming prominent amid complex
regional and international changes. This study aimed to clarify the army's role in
boosting defense power post-war. Using a mixed qualitative-quantitative
approach, interviews with eight experts related to the army and security were
conducted. Qualitative findings were analyzed with structural equation
modeling in Smart PLS, then tested quantitatively after confirming model
validity and reliability.

Results show that post-war changes include self-sufficiency in military
equipment, development of specialized personnel, and restructuring of forces,
improving efficiency and responsiveness to threats. Localization of tactics and
strategies and strengthening missile capabilities as a deterrent further enhanced
defense power. Cooperation with the Revolutionary Guard improved combat
ability and reduced defense costs, enabling Iran to be recognized as an
independent deterrent power internationally.

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran Army, post-Iran-Iraq war, national defense power.
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Nader Shah Afshar's Military Thought

By: Hossein Valivand Zamani, Esmail Qomriyan Moamerah Manesh
Abstract

Explaining the military thought of a country in a historical period and its role
in the formation of defense thought is a noteworthy and thought-provoking issue.
The military dimension of defense thought is the most important dimension of its
dimensions; because the task of establishing and maintaining the security of
countries is the secret of their survival in this dimension; therefore, to examine
the factors and grounds for the emergence of military thought, we need to
understand the areas of thought and its foundations, for which prominent
individuals, historical dynasties, and various schools are suitable options. Among
them, Nader Shah Afshar, who was one of the historical geniuses of Iran, is of
particular importance in explaining his military thought; Accordingly, the main
guestion of the research was posed as follows: "What was Nader Shah Afshar's
military thought like"?

The present research is descriptive-analytical in terms of method, and since
the present research seeks to understand and explain the military thought of
Nader Shah Afshar, it is of a case or contextual type. Since the qualitative data of
the research were collected through the study of various sources related to the
research topic, the present research has a qualitative approach.

The research findings indicate that the military thought of Nader Shah Afshar
consists of three dimensions: 1- Theoretical and ideological foundations affecting
the military thoughts of Nader Shah Afshar with three components and 78
subcomponents 2- Nader Shah Afshar's political and military developments with
two components and 20 subcomponents 3- Nader Shah Afshar's military thoughts
and experiences of wars with two components and 104 subcomponents.

Keywords Military thought, Nader Shah Afshar, theoretical and ideological
foundations, political and military developments, military thoughts and
experiences.
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Identifying the Philosophical, Active and Material Causes of
the Military Thought of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in the
Battles

Mohammad Hassan Dehghan, Reza Yadollahi, Hamed Mehrabadi, Mohammad Reza
Rezaloo*
Abstract

Military thought, as a subset of social thought, is rooted in the rational analysis
and reflection of military thinkers, shaping how societies and leaders approach
defense and conflict. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), as the exemplary figure in
Islam, provided profound insights and directives regarding jihad and defense,
particularly through his military campaigns. This study seeks to identify the
philosophical, active, and material causes underlying these campaigns.

The research utilizes a mixed qualitative-quantitative methodology. In the
qualitative phase, content analysis was applied to extract key concepts, while in
the quantitative phase, CVI and CVR questionnaires were used to validate the
identified indicators and dimensions of Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) military
thought .These form the foundation of Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) military
strategy, reflecting underlying beliefs and principles.  Supernatural Executors:
Involvement of agents, divine forces, angels, and natural phenomena such as
earth, sky, and wind .Human Executors: Roles fulfilled by Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) himself, senior and subordinate commanders, the Muslim community
including Ansar and Muhajireen, and psychological warfare units.

Infrastructural Factors: Availability of equipment, weapons, logistical
readiness, treaties, and the concept of resistance economy .Environmental
Factors: Consideration of geographical location and prevailing weather
conditions. These elements collectively illustrate the multidimensional nature of
Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) military thought, highlighting the integration of
philosophical, spiritual, human, and material factors in the planning and
execution of his campaigns..

Keywords: Military thought, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), active causes, material causes,
invasions.
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Strategic Planning Model for Media Defense in the Islamic
Republic of Iran

Maryam Bostan Pira, Abdolreza Sobhani, Seyyed Mohsen Banihashemi,

Abstract

Any policy-making and strategic planning to deal with media threats requires
paying attention to the way new media threats operate and taking into account
management considerations in media organizations. The present study aimed to
find a model for strategic planning of media defense in the country and its
validation. This study is applied in terms of its purpose and exploratory in terms
of data type. The statistical population includes researchers, experts, and
managers in the media field and defense specialists. Purposive sampling was
used in both the quantitative and qualitative parts of this study. In order to
collect data in the qualitative part, interviews were conducted with 14 people
from the statistical population. In the qualitative part, the content analysis
method was used in the data analysis and the data was coded using MaxQuda
software. In the quantitative part of the research, the results of the qualitative
part were validated by presenting a questionnaire and applying the Delphi
method in two consecutive rounds. In the qualitative part of the research, six
main themes were extracted, including: recognition of new media threats, media
defense requirements in the scope of comprehensive defense, media strategic
planning requirements, establishment, strengthening and resolution of conflicts
of media defense laws, weaknesses of the media structure and system, cultural
attachment and socialization of the model in order to develop the current
research model. In the quantitative part of the research, the developed model
was validated, the results showed that despite the elimination of some sub-
components, all extracted components and ultimately the research model are
confirmed..

Keywords: Strategic planning, strategic media management model, media defense, new war
approaches, media warfare.



@ Abstract International Journal of Strategic Defense Studies — 23 th Year,
Vol. 100, Summer 2025

Productivity model based on the views of Imam Khamenei

By:
Amin Pashaei Houlaso ; Hossein Dehghani podeh ; Abotaleb Shafaghat

Abstract

Today, productivity and the correct and better use of all factors of production
has become a national priority and all societies believe that the survival of any
society is not possible regardless of the issue of productivity and achieving
productivity as a philosophy and vision based on improvement strategy. As the
goal of any organization is achieved through effective and optimal use of
facilities.

The present study has been written in order to clarify the dimensions of
productivity from the perspective of the Leader of the Islamic Revolution so that
the concept of productivity from His Majesty's point of view can be understood,
clarified and clarified for everyone. The main question of the research is what is
the productivity model based on the view of the Supreme Leader? The type of
research is applied and developmental, the data collection tool in the
documentary section is to record the orders and statements of Imam Khamenei
(as) from 1988 to 01/01/1398 and in the field section, a researcher-made
questionnaire is made. In order to extract the data, the method of basic theory and
content analysis has been used, and in order to validate and confirm the
components and indicators from the point of view of experts. Based on the results
of this research, 625 concepts of extraction and juxtaposition of them, 59
components of statistics and finally the productivity model based on Imam
Khamenei's view were presented in 6 categories: causal, pivotal, interventional,
environmental, consequential and strategic..

Keywords: Imam Khamenei, Productivity, Basic Theory eriences.
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Human values effective on the military thought of
Lieutenant General Martyr Haj Qassem Soleimani

By:
Farzad azadi

Abstract

(e

Lieutenant General Martyr Haj Qassem Soleimani is without a doubt one of
the most influential Iranian commanders throughout history, especially during the
period of holy defense and the axis of resistance, prominent on the world stage.
Therefore, knowing his military thought is of special importance.

Since one of the dimensions and aspects of military thought are theoretical and
religious foundations, it is necessary to examine, research and identify the
categories of their religious foundations.

For this purpose, the fundamentals of belief effective on the military thought
of Martyr Soleimani is the main issue of this research, and its main question is:
What are the fundamentals of Human values effective on the formation of the
military thought of Major General Haj Qasim Soleimani?

In response to this question, the current research was conducted with a
gualitative approach and a statistical population, including public and private
speeches, official interviews, books and manuscripts (wills, notes, etc.) and
sampling from the statistical population to the extent of data saturation. And the
data analysis was done using the foundation data method and Max QDA
software.

The findings of the research show that deep Human values in the principles of
religion, knowledge, belief and trust in God, the prophethood and prophethood of
the Holy Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him and his family), the Resurrection
and the Hereafter, the Imamate of Shia imams (peace be upon him), Justice and
branches of religion, such as prayer, fasting, Hajj, Jihad, commanding good and
forbidding evil, and especially Tuli and Tabari, etc., were prominent
characteristics of Martyr Soleimani's beliefs, which were also observed in
practice.

Keywords: Human values, thought, military thought, Shahid Soleimani, Grounded
theoryeriences.
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