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Abstract

A coherent and logical operational doctrine aligned with the ideals and values of the Islamic
Revolution, national interests, and the country’s capacities during the Sacred Defense period
served as a key driver behind significant military victories. Despite its importance, this
doctrine has received limited attention in terms of battlefield management and command,
and it has not yet been thoroughly examined from a scientific perspective. During the Sacred
Defense, alongside the Islamic Republic of Iran Army, the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) was responsible for planning and executing military operations. Accordingly,
the unique experiences of IRGC commanders and leaders in adopting operational doctrines
and strategies—designed to achieve success under the challenging and turbulent conditions
of war, as well as constraints imposed by sanctions and international pressures—were
shaped by the necessities of the conflict. These experiences provide valuable insights that
can inform potential future military operations. This study adopts an applied-developmental
research design with a descriptive-analytical approach and seeks to answer the following
question: What are the foundational principles of the IRGC’s operational doctrine during
the liberation of occupied areas in the Sacred Defense period?
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