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Abstract

Explaining the military thought of a nation during a particular historical period and its role
in shaping defense doctrine is a significant and thought-provoking issue. The military
dimension of defense thought is its most crucial aspect, as the establishment and
preservation of national security are the key to a nation’s survival. Therefore, to examine
the factors and conditions that contributed to the emergence of military thought, it is
essential to understand its intellectual contexts and foundations—among which notable
figures, historical dynasties, and various schools of thought serve as important sources of
insight. One such prominent figure is Nader Shah Afshar, one of Iran’s historical geniuses,
whose military thought holds particular importance. Accordingly, the main question of this
research was formulated as follows: What were the characteristics of Nader Shah Afshar’s
military thought? This study employs a descriptive-analytical method and, since it seeks to
understand and explain Nader Shah Afshar’s military thought, it takes a case-based
(contextual) approach. The qualitative data were gathered through a comprehensive review
of various historical and scholarly sources related to the research topic; therefore, the study
follows a qualitative methodology. The findings indicate that Nader Shah Afshar’s military
thought can be classified into three dimensions: (1) theoretical and ideological foundations
influencing his military thinking (3 main components and 78 subcomponents); (2) political
and military developments during his reign (2 components and 20 subcomponents); and (3)
military strategies and wartime experiences (2 components and 104 subcomponents).

Keywords: Military thought, Nader Shah Afshar, Theoretical and Ideological
Foundations, Political and Military Developments, Military Strategies and Experiences.
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