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Abstract

Lieutenant General Martyr Haj Qassem Soleimani is undoubtedly one of the most
influential Iranian commanders in history, particularly during the period of the
Holy Defense and within the Axis of Resistance, where he gained international
prominence. Therefore, understanding his military thought holds special
significance. Given that one of the key dimensions of military thought lies in its
theoretical and religious foundations, it is essential to examine, analyze, and
identify the religious principles shaping this thought. Accordingly, the present
study focuses on the human value foundations influencing the military thought of
Martyr Soleimani. The main research question is: What human value principles
contributed to the formation of the military thought of Lieutenant General Haj
Qassem Soleimani? To address this question, the research adopted a qualitative
approach. The study population included public and private speeches, official
interviews, books, and manuscripts (such as wills and notes). Sampling continued
until data saturation was achieved, and data analysis was performed using the
Grounded Theory method through MAXQDA software. The findings revealed that
deep human values rooted in religious principles—such as faith and trust in God;
belief in the prophethood of the Holy Prophet of Islam; the Resurrection and the
Hereafter; the Imamate of the Shia Imams; justice; and practical branches of
religion such as prayer, fasting, Hajj, jihad, enjoining good and forbidding evil, as
well as Tawalli and Tabarri—were among the defining characteristics of Martyr
Soleimani’s belief system, which were also reflected in his practical conduct

Keywords: Human values, Thought, Military thought, Martyr Soleimani,
Grounded Theory.
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