b Supreme National Defense University Quarterly Journal of Strategic Defense Studies

https://sds.sndu.ac.ir E-ISSN: 2980-8286

Vol. 23, No. 1, Issue. 99, Spring 2025 Received: 2024/08/07 Accepted: 2024/12/21

Explaining the Dimensions and
Components of Cognitive Warfare

Mohammad Reza Qaraei Ashtiani

Associate Professor of Strategic Defense Sciences, Supreme National Defense University, Tehran,
Iran

Email: Ashtiyani_M.R@chmail.ir

Hossein Shokohi

Associate Professor of Strategic Defense Sciences, Supreme National Defense University, Tehran,
Iran

Ali Asghar Beik Bilandi

Associate Professor of Strategic Defense Sciences, Supreme National Defense University, Tehran,
Iran

Saeed Amiri

Ph.D. Student in Strategic Defense Sciences, Supreme National Defense University, Tehran, Iran
Mahdi Rahmani

Ph.D. Student in Strategic Defense Sciences, Supreme National Defense University, Tehran, Iran
Farhad Fakuri

Ph.D. Student in Strategic Defense Sciences, Supreme National Defense University, Tehran, Iran
Mostafa Javadi Elami

Ph.D. Student in Strategic Defense Sciences, Supreme National Defense University, Tehran, Iran
(Corresponding Author)

Email: mostafa.javadielmi@gmail.com

Abstract

In the nature and structure of the world’s political geography, certain characteristics and objective
realities fundamentally drive competition among nations and powers, forming the basis of
international relations. Iraq’s geography, with its material and spiritual values, has shaped the
competitive dynamics between Iran and Saudi Arabia as each seeks to secure its national interests.
The purpose of this article is to analyze Iraq’s geopolitical position within the regional competition
between Iran and Saudi Arabia. This study is applied-developmental in purpose and descriptive-
analytical in nature and method. Data were collected through library research and surveys, and
analyzed using a quantitative approach. The statistical population consisted of 52 individuals familiar
with strategic issues, geopolitics, and international relations, who were selected as a complete sample.
The findings indicate that Iraq’s geographical location (strategic landscape), civilizational identity
(history, culture, ethnicity, and religion), socio-political structure (social disparities, heterogeneous
political system), and the geopolitical interests of influential extra-regional powers each play a decisive
role in shaping the competition between Iran and Saudi Arabia. However, most disputes and rivalries
between the two countries are primarily ideological in nature.

Keywords: War, Cognition, Mind, Information Technology, Cognitive Science, Cognitive
Warfare.
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1. Cognitive warfare
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