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Abstract

In the structure of global political geography, certain characteristics and objective
factors inherently promote competition among countries and powers, forming the
basis of international relations. Iraq’s geography possesses both material and
symbolic values that have shaped the arena of competition between Iran and Saudi
Arabia in pursuit of their respective national interests. This study aims to explain
Iraq’s geopolitical position within the regional rivalry between Iran and Saudi
Arabia. The research is applied-developmental in purpose and descriptive-
analytical in nature and methodology. Data were collected using library and survey
methods and analyzed quantitatively. The study population consisted of 52 experts
familiar with strategic issues, geopolitics, and international relations, selected in
their entirety. The findings indicate that Iraq’s geographical location (both
landscape and strategic), civilizational identity (history, culture, ethnicity, and
religion), socio-political structure (social gaps and heterogeneous political
organization), and the geopolitical interests of influential extra-regional powers all
serve as decisive factors in the competition between Iran and Saudi Arabia.
Nevertheless, the majority of disputes and rivalry between the two countries are
primarily ideological in nature.
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